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'THE OPERATIONS OF COMPANY A, 3318T INFANTRY
(SsﬂD INFANTRY DIVISION) AT LANGLIR,.BELGIUM
11«12 JANUARY 1945 . . _
' : (ARDENNES CAMPAIGN) -
(Peraonal Experiance of a Rifle Company Gommandar)

ORIENTATION

| INTRODUOTION _ |
_ Thia monograph covera the oparations of Company &, 331lst
Infantry, 83rd Inrantry Division in the attack on LANGLIR,
'BELGIUM,_ll-lB-January 1948, during the offenalve phase or_tha
ARDENNES Campaign,
In order to orlent the reader 1t will be necessary to
_disqués briefly the majdr events which led up to ﬁhia action,
| On 1 Déeamber, the concept of the enemy capabllitlies waa
 ab111 aa-expreaaed 1n G«2 eatlmate No. 36 Headquarters Pirat
US Army, dated 20 November 1944, which is quoted here in part.
"a Enemy Gapabilitiea |
| _ ™(1) The enemy 1s capsble of defense of the REICH west
”or_thQ-RﬁINE, probably along the general line IJBSEL-M#SS-ROER
and WEST WALL, and in the Third US Army Area MAGINOT LINE-WEST
| WALL and the RHINE. _
t{2) The eneny 1s capable of retiring to a dafenae 1line
.behind the RHINE.
| "(3) The enemy 1s capable of collapseé or surrender.
"(4) The enemy is capable of air 'blitz' to regain ailr
supremaoy in limited vital areas." (1) _
'Evidonce_acoumulabed rapidly.to alter this estimate., Out-
standing items of intelligence were gathered dally ffdm Theatre

(1) A«L, pe. 99 '



and loﬁer ﬁnits.' Such ltems as entire dlvisiona belng withdrewn
frdm-the'ltalian and Bastern fronts, reforming of troopa in the
enemy pear area, organlzing new and special unita, Intensive .
training of these units. These were all indications of an enemy
_offensive operation, 1nstead of defensive,

The intelligence received during this psriod is summed up
1n'a-2.aat1mata No. 37 Headquarters First US Army dated 10
December 1944 which is quoted here in parte. |

 "a, Enemy Capabilities.

| "(1l) The enemy is capsable of continuing his Gefense of
'the lina of the ROER north of DUREN, his present front line west
of the ROER covering the dams and thence south along the west
wall,

| "(2) The enemy'ia capable of a concentrated counter-
attack with alr, armor, Infantry, and secret weapons at &
selectad focal point at a time of hla owm chooslng,

"(3) The enemy is oapable of defending on the 1line of
the ERFT and subsequently retlring behind bhe RHINE.

l "(4) The enemy is capable of collapse or surrandar." (2)
On the morning 16 December, the enemy launched the graatest
_.ceuﬁterofrensivé-against Allisd Forces since the invasion of
NORMANDY. The attack was Inltiasted oﬁ the northern pofticn of
.'thé.bro§d ffont.hsld by the VIII Corps. It wes supported by
& heavy schsduls of well coordinated artillery fire oommencing
at 0530 hours on front-liné troopa, -artillery positions, commend
“posts and communications areas. After two and a half hours of

thia, long range artillary concentrated on key rear installstions

{2) A=1, p. 102



at ROTGEN, EUPEN, MALMEDY VERQIERS, end 3T VITH with the bulk
of the firing in the aouﬁhern half of V Corps sector and all
along the VIII Corps front. (3)

The broad plan of the enemy was to strike towerd the MEUSE
and on to BRUSSELLS and ANTWERP, With the S8ixth 8S Pz army on
the right driving through to LIEGE, snd the Fifth Pz army thrusting
toward NAMUR. A dlversionary attack was alsc to be made by the
Seventh Germen Army wlth LUXEMBOURG as the objective., The area
of attack was & slxty mile front between the ERFEL and the
ARDENNES. (See Map A) (4)

. Thils ehemy offensive actlon made great progress, overrunning
all ffiendly unites in the area. Thils push continued to a depth
of epproximately seventy-five milés.

By 3 January Allied Forces hed succeeded in halting this
drive'and was In poslition to start its counter offensive agalnst
the salilent. -

The Allled Plan for the reduction of the sellent called for
the Third US Armmy to attack_the southern flank, and the Flrst
- US Army to attﬁck the northern flank driving a wedge through
the salient.

VII CORPS MISSION

.The VII Gbppa was assigned the major attack mission of the
lst Army. Tt was composed of 2nd and 3rd Armored Divisions, the
83rd and 84th Infantry Divisions, end 4th Cavalry group. The
Corpa was to attack in 1ts zone east of the OURTHE RIVER capture
HOUFFALIZE, then be prepared to asttack east on army order. (See
Map A) (8)

(3) A-1, pe 103

(4) A"l’ p. 103
(5) A-l, D 126



Ab 0856 hour?ﬁ January 19456 the Flrat A.my launched an
attaak.on ﬁ twéﬁty-fiva mile front against the center of the
enemy aalient. In spite of the wintry weather substantial
edvences were made, in some areas up to 4,000 yards, capturing
saveral_villages and key terraln features. This attack lost no
mompntum,.by 10 Jenuary in tha ione of ViI Oégps, the 4th Cavalry

_group'maintainad‘contadt'with ihs'Bribighipn.tha wgst bank of
the QURTHE RIVER near Mancovnm. Farther east, the 2nd Armored
Diviaion advanoed more than 1 000 yards, captured. SAMREE, and
moved well 1nto the BOIS DE ST JEAN. (8)
| On the front of the 83rd Diviaion BIHAIN was cleared in the
afternoon. The 331st Infantry repulsed s counterattaok from the
vicinity of_?ETITE LANGLIR and captured an enemy'atrong peint,.
Tha 329th_Regiﬁéht_deaﬁﬁdyéd;én 1nfantry-tank atrong roint east
of PETITE LANGLIR_aﬁd advenced 1ts lines along the BOIS DE RONCE
near1y é half mile., The enemy was resisting stubborniy and
‘appeared to have concentrated armor in this sector. Thua on the
afternoon of 10 January we f£ind the 33lst Infantry and 320th
Infasntry on a 1ine extending generally eaat and.weat.appréxi-
mately two kilometers north of PETITE LANGLIR., The 33lst Infantry
had'tﬁs'and'and*abd Battalions on-iine‘ﬁith‘the 1lst Batﬁalion in

~ peserve, The SSOth'infantry having been attached to the 3rd

Armored Division, therefore 1eav1ng the Diviaion with two

' Regiments. The mission, of the 83rd Division, In effect was to
attack generally south to cut the ST VITH-HOUFFALIZE highway.

(Sea Mag B) {7)

(6) A-1, p. 130
(7) A~3, 10 Jan 46



DISPOSITIONS AND PLANS OF 3318T INFANTRY

On the afternocon of 10 Jahuérj the 33lat Infantry was con=~
tinuing the attack, in conjuﬁction with the 320th Infantry. Both
Regiﬁenta'were pushing slowly forward againsf an enemy that was
fighting a despefate delaying action. The enemy was utilizing
key terrain features, and organizing them with Infantry supported
by tenks and self-propelled guns, further suppofted by artillsry
that waa well zeroved in on points along the divialon front and
all 1ikely supply avenuesg in our resr,

| The 331gt Infantry hed the 2nd Battalion on the right and
in the village of BIHAIN. The front line extended generally east
with the 3rd Battalion on the left and in contact with the 329th

{See Map B) (8)

The lst Battalion, belng in reserve, had closed in its new

Infentry approximately 1500 yards northeest of PETITE LANGLIR.

.aaaembly area'in_the village LIERNEUX at gpproximately 1700 hours.
 The Regimental Plan called for the $nd and 3ra Battalions

to continue the attack. The 1lst Battalion was to pass through

the 2nd Baﬁtalion near BIHAIN on the morning of 1l January ss soon

as they could get in position to do so.

18T BATTALION SITUATION AND PLAN

The 1st Battalion 33lst Infantry was oommanded at the time
by Lisutenant Colonel Henry Se Nellson; the Compeny Commanders
were: Company A, Captain Wilfrede: Barber; Company B, Captain
Daniel M. Moore; Company C, Captein Harlan Wright; Company D,
Captain Harry C. Gravelyn. All these officers with the exception
of Captain Wrlght had heen with the Battallon since before 1its

(8) A~6, 10 Jan 46



‘arrival in England in April 1044, Captain Wright foined the
: _Battalion as a replaeement in August 1944. (9)
The Battalion was &t approximately 90% atrength with about
-:50% being comparatively new to combat, this included both officers
and enlistsd men. There was no problem with supplies, with the
e;aeption that thare wasnt't enough overshoes to go around. The = .
 _Batﬁa1ibn was gradually overcoming this by éollaating the over=
éhdqﬁ from the dead and wounded as they were being evacusted
'through.the'aid station, in splte of this, all compsnles were
still shorﬁ.baveral pairs. The physical condition'of the men
_wash't'verY-good due to the faqt that the Battallon had eithex
_beah“abtacking or_derending'contihuoualy since early December.
The intenase cold and deep snow drifts had sepped their strength
‘at & rapld rate until st this time they were in seml-exhausted
'oondiﬁion; Thé.morale was goode The men had rather fight than
1ie in cold, wet foxholes, by daing this they were able to keep
_much warmer, alao preveh£ frpzen:reat and hands. {10)
| B 'At about 2100 hours the company-commandér'of A Company received
a mesaage;.atating in part teo report to the Regimental GP; which -
i at this time was in HALT on the southern outskirts of‘HEBRONVAL,
(11) on arriving at the CP ‘the Company Commander was met by '
biéﬁtenant Colonel Nellaon, lat Battalion Commanding Officer, and
inrorﬁpd that A Company waa_to mhke_a'n1gh£ attack, ﬁs goon ag
pbaaiblo; The plsn ¢slled for A Company to pass through ths 2nd
_ Battalien in BIHAIN. atteck generally scutheaat through the forest
and aecuro the north bank of the LANGLIR RIVER
Personsal knowladgo

(9)
(10) Personal knoewledge
(11) A-7, 10 Jan 45
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Tha Company Commander arguad againat this using thaso pointa
(1) No time for reconnaissance, (2) The semi-axhauated condition .-
of ths men, (3) The diatanoa the ‘men would have to march before |
reaching the 1ine of departurse, (thp distance being appreximatoly
10, 000 yards) (4) The time now being elmost 2200 hours. (12)
- Tho plan was finally cancelled and a new one called for a
&oordinatad attack by the 1lst Battalion as soon after daylight
3 aa eompletion of & reconnaissance would permit.
At daylight 11 January found the lat Battalion on the march
moving toward BIHAIN. The men had had & good ‘night's rest and
& ‘hot breakfast. ‘The mérala, at thls time, was excellent. In
the meentime the Battalion COmmanding_orfioor and staff, Compeny
Commanders with radlo operators andidrivera were moving by jeep
to BIHAIN to meke the reconnaissence. Arriving just as the sun
-waa'riging,-alsq Just at the sems time the enemy de&idgd to
_ﬂ. ccunteraﬁtack the town. They struck with approximately two
o @;\j hundred infantry end five tanks, The attack caught the 2nd Bat-
-fﬁw \%alian completely by aurpriaa, most of the men were asleep.
_ Bgfore_tha_attack could_ba halted the enemy succeeded in capturing
the SQuthefn-half-or the town. To withdraw was impossible as all
avenues of eécape weﬁe“cut,'if not by men, then by fire, The fire
fight ragéd for aimost thrée'houra'bsfore-we succeeded in routing
' the enemy and driving ‘the few Burvivors ‘back into: the foraat.- |
(308 Mep 0) (13)
The only casualtias suffered by the Reconnaiasanoe group--?{?u

waa-two men killed and one woundad from Company De The 2nd

L3

{12) Personal knowledge
" {13) Personal knowledge
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B#ttalion suffered quite heavily, but succseded in knocking out
.three anemy tanks and killling an estimated one hundred 1nfantry.
 2 \ By now the 1st Battalion had reached & point ‘about 500 { (
 yards west .of OTTIRE, where tggg;pgd\p§§n balbad bx tha.Bgttalion
_'Efggutiva Officer, Hajor Ksnnath Scatt.a At thls point is where

[ SRS b et el B T S T R
the reconnaisaance party rejoinad the Battalion.ﬂ It was hera o

P N

SR "L ]

e

eyl

Eﬁfﬁhthe attgggwplag”wag £Qnmulatad, and 85311 no_ reconnaissance:_.
~bad besn mades, r’ f : | |
o The plan caliéd for the Battallion to attack in column of
campnnies with A Company lesading followed by Gompanles ¢ and B.
The line of departufe was to be.the trall runﬁing generally east
and weet along the ridge line about 600 yards north of BIHAIN.
The right boundary initlally the main road leading into BIHAIN,
1eft boundary, no limit. The direction of attack due south across
the'ST_MARTIN RIVER inﬁo the:edga'of the forest, then ascutheast
‘along the trail to the north bank of the LANGLIR RIVER, (14)

B | ~ NABRATION - |
At 1120 hours 11 January A Oompany crossed the line of
~departure in column of platoons in wedga formation with extended
interval. The 1st Platdbh:ieﬁdiﬁg, followed by”Heavy Machine Gun

——,
ey

Plghgggﬁattached from Company D, Company Command Group, 2nd

.;Elepgpn_ﬂ;ﬁhhﬁisnt,Maohinemﬁun«Saetion-from_Gampany.& attached,

.‘remaindgr of-thaMWeapons Platoon, and the Third Platoon. (See Map C)
Major General Robert C. Macon,. the Gommanding Genaralqu

the 83rd Division, was presént at the line of departure as the

Gom?any crbased.. By'apegking words.of encouragsmeant and a_pat

‘on the back to some of thg_men;-did.more to bolster the morals

- (14) Personal knowladge 
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- of these battle weary men than any other one thing could have.

The effect that this had on the men was, indeed, amazinge

It was heyer forgotten bj the men of Company A. (15)
3 The attack jumped off without supporting fires from either

L

;.mortaﬁs_or artillery, although there was forward observers from

each with the Company Command groups Both the artillery and .
morters were in position to furnish fire on call.

As the lat Platoon edvanced through the knee deep snow to

, within about 100 yarda of the narrow ST MARTIN RIVER, enemy

artillary bagan falling in and around the advancing troopss . .

' Due to the extended ronmation and the leadership of Lieutenant

Dodd, the lst Platoon Laadar, the platoon continued to advahca

followed by the rest of thn cempany. The entire Company passed
through thls, not too accurata artillary, without any casualtles,
The 1st Platoon found the small ST MARTIN RIVER to be no more

than & ocreek, and no obatacle whatsoever to foot troops, although

_ vehicles could not be taken aarosa at this polnt. As the 1lst
_Platoon crossed the remainder of the Company held up on the

:nartharn.banka.until_the 1st Platoon reached the edge of the

_forest, from where 1t sent several patrols well into the wooded '

(18} Personal knowlédga |

area, This edge of the forest wﬁs found not to be ccocupled,
Qn réceiving;the all ciéar signal from Lisutenant Dodd the remaindor
of the company was moﬁed into the near edge of the wood deployed
with thaflét Platoon .on the right of the_trail, the 2nd Platoon,

‘under the leadership of Lleutenant Donald Helm, on the left. So

‘far the Gomﬁany had received hb-small-arma fire whetsoever., This

seemed strange as this was near the point where strong countere

- attack had'béen'launohed agﬁinst BIRAIN eﬁrlier in the mprning-
(See Map C) |

1
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- As the edgegor tha_wooda.was the initial objeati?% of' the
Company, the Compény Commander made sure the flanks were seocured
and notified the Battalion Commender as to his position. The
" only means of communicatlons at this time was by SCR 300 radlo.
'Lisutenant-cdlonel Neilson ordered the Company to continue the
attacklastride-tha_trail.to the battalion objective, he also
- stated that Compsny C would jump off immediately and join Company

A on the objective. The trall was to be the boundary'bgtwaen
6ompanies with Company C on the right. He further stated that

if resistance was met as we advanced through the forest to notify
Battalion, as to the 1ocation,.and bypass 1t if possible and_.
company_B-yould eliminate 1t as they moved up. (See Map C)
I This fqreét was like most on the Eurcpean Continent being
-erigs~croszed with fire breaks. These breaks were approximately
thirty feet wide. In this area the terrailn was made  up mostly
with low rolling_hiils with gentle slopes, which gave the enemy
wonderful flelds of fire, grazing fire in some ﬁlacea up to 400
yards. By setting machine guns up at the intersections of thegse
tire breaks the enemy could control most of the forest with very
few men and guns. This gave the enemy sa mafked advantage as we
were not ablelto'loéatg thelr po#itions until they had opened
firq. _ | |

| The trees on the near edge of the fofeat was tall with no
low branéhea, the anow waén't drifted,within the wooda but was
_jﬁﬁﬁ a 1ittle over knee deep to the average man. Thls made
walking guita dirficult. After the Company had advanced about
200, yards 1t suddonly'found itaelf in a forest of_yoﬁng trees

plantad.in rows of about six feet apart, The trees were

12
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 approxtmate1y fifteen feet tall with the bottam branches about -
four feot above tha ground. All branahaa wore heavily laden with
. anow, vislbility at no point was more than qpixﬁx_gggt. Aa the _'
 men advanced thay would have to bend forward in order to claar
tha low branahaa. Aa they would ‘brush against the'branches the
amow and pina naodles weuld fall down their necks adding greatly
to their discomforts |

After advancing sbout 100 yards through this young forest
the left squad bf*ﬁhe 2nd Platoon came to the firat fire break,
:éafthsy:were eﬁbaaihgfan enemy machine gun opened fire from about
200 yards up the break.* Thé Company Oommandbrfmoved to the left
flank to cheok 6n the aitﬁatidn. There he ccntacted Lieutenant
.'-Helm and found that cne squad wag aafoly acrosa, and the remainder
| of the platoon on tha near side. This fira break ran diagonally
@eross our front, where it 1ntaraected tha trail on which we ware
advancing 13-whor¢'the snemy machine gun wgs_aet up. An axtempt_
" was made to get more men across, this met with failure, as they
neared the break the enemy would open fire with machine guns_aﬁd
riflas.' The enemy force was known to be at least two machine

guns an&_éavaral rifles. It was decided to leave the one squad.

_ aeross the fire break as a holding foroe until Company B gould

_'move up'and clear the obatac;e. The remainder of the 2nd Platoon
woﬁla move to tha'rignt-of the tr#illand follow the 1lst Platoon.
_:Tha_Béttalion qumandgr waé notified-df this action and-the
‘Company moved on to the objective without further incident,
arriving there at about:IGOO-houra. An all_arbund defense was
*aét up to the left of the trall awalting the arrival of Gompanyup,.

which came at about 1700 houra. The flanks of both companies

13
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'__ﬁere tied in, The men dug in the best they could through frozen
grounﬂ:and anowW, During thls time intermittent artillery was
falling in the areé, aiso both companies were receiving machine
 gun fire from across the LANGLIR RIVER. (See Map C) (16)

" The only contact with Battallon now was by the artillery
:_.radio that the forward observer had. We were notified that
Battalion headquarters had moved into BIHAIN along with the aid
gtat;on and ammunltion dump, alao that B Company was in BIHAIN
and would remain there during the night. This left A and ¢
- Companies well over a 1000 yard forward of the front lines, With
thg'onemy;zof undetermined strength between them and friendly
forces. With this 1n mind both eampaniaa prepared $¢ spend tha.
night An the edga of the forest.

The men atarted preparing posltlions for the night, after |
they had ‘completed digglng thelr fo;holes it was noted that water
was seqﬁihg in. This water continued rising until it had reached
a'depthxeffabout one foot., Ths men were not able to keep their
 feet dry'and warm, this gddéé_éraaﬁly to thelr dlscomfort as the |
'-témperatura was around zarb.degreea and it had_begun tb snow
again. | E

~ Just pefore d;rk firing broke out in the rear of C Companye
This proved to be a rather strqng-enemy forue armed with
':Sdhmqisaer Piatbls and-Panzerfaust. They aucdeaded-in over
_ ﬁunning_d cdmpany'a mdrtéf ppaitions_éapturing the morters and
_ﬁbundihg séverai ﬁen.  This fire fight was taking place about
'100_3&:3“ from & c_ompa;ngrra right .i"._l.ank'. Realizing the situation
in 0 60m§any waS'rather:éerious,fafter.same of thelr men with-

_drew.into_a.cbmpany area, the G¢mpany Commander of A Company sent

(16) Personal knowledge
I - L
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a strong patrol to enﬁelops the enemy rear. This was very effective
as the enemy was soon routed wlth the loas of fifteen killed,
but none captured. Nor waa_any.of ¢ Company's equipment recovered.
In this brief action C Company had ons kllled, five wounded;
Alcampany one wounded. It 1s believed thls was the enemy force
that was bypassed earlier in the afternoon, as we had no further
contact while in this poasition. The enemy artillery no longer was
falllng in the ares and the machine gun fire to our front had
ceascd. (See Map C) -
At 2130 hours Lieutenant Colonel Neilson came to the CP of
A Company. He stated that the battalion had been ordered to make
a night attack and wes due to Jump off at 2200 hours, thirty
minutes from now. The battallion was supposed to be on the western
edge of LANGLIR at 2200 hours prepared to move into the town as
soon as the értillery preparation had lifted. Thirteen battalions
of artlllery was to fire a fifteen minute T.0.T. the last rounds
from one battallon was to be smoke so we would know the prepa-
ration was over, (1?). |
_ This waé to be a:division coordinated attack with both regli-
ments; 331lst and 329th attacking abreast with the main effort
‘belng in the area of PETITE LANGLIR., 1lat Battallon, 33lst, was
to attack generally\kgggi'%?ggwfgé position on the bank of the
: Thm—————
LANGLIR RIVER, selze the town of LANGLIR, prevent the enemy from
relnforeing from the south, alao.to cﬁf hie eaﬁape route from
the north. '
-Thé Battellion plen waz C Company to lead and selze the asouth
half of the town. A Compeny to follow end selze the Main east~

west road smnd the north helf of the town.

(17) Personal knowledge
o 15
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Knowing by now that the LANGLIR RIVER was only a small stream

and the brldge as shown on thé_Map_was-not a conventlonal type,

but in reality ﬁaa a man-made ford. The ford had & rocky bottom
snd the water not over six inches in depth. This was no obatacle
whatsoever to elther foot troops or vehicles of eny type.
The A Company Commander realizing that it was imposslble to

scoomplish the misasion in the time elloted, called in his platoon

eaders and lssued his ebttack order. Locating the platoon leaders
in the extreme darkness of the forest wes 1ln itself a blg Job,
The trees were 3¢ thick end the alr so full of asnow that & pserson
could only see & matter of & few inches, It was not unusuael to
run into a tree before seelng 1t., These men beling mostly combat
veterans, would more than likely shoot first and assk questions

later. In locating the Platoon Leaders and getting them to the

\\‘Hﬁ/,took over thirty minutes.

Since the Company Commander had no map of the area the attack
order conaslsted of Just telling the Platoon Leaders his plan,
which was to lead with the 1st Platoon followed by the Third
Platoon, both of these Pletoons would have one section of heavy

machine guns ettached, followed by the weapons less the light

- machine gun section which was attmched to the Second Platoon

bringing up the rear.

The lst Platoon was to gelze and'clear all the buildings on
the left slde of ths'street, the 3rd Platoon with the seme mission
on the right side. Ths 2nd Platoon and the.remainder of the
weapons platoon wera to ooccupy thess bulldings and prsvent the
enemy from re-entering,

To issue the order and get the company assembled took approxi-

mately two and one half hours, making the time now after 2400 hours
\——' .
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It was now noted?hatc Company was not ready to move, & messenger
was dispatched to C Company CF. On his return he stated that
Captain'wright would not be ready for et least another hour. With
this in mind, the Company Commander of A Company decided to move
out and let ¢ Company follow, This information was sent to C

ﬁyCompany and ths Platoon Leaders'notified of the change in plans.

The Company was to move on order of the Company Commander after
.ha_had'mado'a personal check of all Platoons. On returning te

the head of the column the Company Commander found that the lst
Platooh had moved out, An attempt was made to contact 1t by 3CR
636 radio, but no luck. Hoping ths platoon would be fortunate
enough in finding the objeotive.tha remainder of the Company moved
out with the idea of followlng the trall left by the lst Platoon.
oh clearing the woods and crossing the rliver we moved into open
ground, Here the wind, which was very strong by now, wes blowing

- the snow ferrifioally, obliterating the trall of the lst Platoon.
It was also 1mpoasible to locate the trall which would lead the
Company into LANGLIR., The time now epproximately 0130 hours
ll'January. (See‘MaE ¢) (18) | |

. The only”way poaaible to move was by single flle changing
the lead man every few minuteass, The terraln across which the

Company moved ﬁas from almoat bare ground to snow dri{ta up to
five feet deep. The riflemen carried four bandoleers of
ammunition extra,'along with two hand grenades and one clip of
BAR ammunition. This was SOP within the Company. Some of the men
were fortunate enough to get snow capes, but these proved to be
ineffective as they would beconme froseh and break, they were

discarded during this move,

(18) Personal knowledge
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' In this movement to LANGLIR the men became so exhausted that
when they would slip and fall some would m;ke no attempt to rise.
The Plaﬁoon Leaders and Non-Commlssloned Officers had to continually
patfol the 6olumn foreing these men to get on thelr feet, Some-
times this had to be done at the point of a gun. The weapons
becems clogged with snow, many bolts were frozen closed. The
water In the watarjacketa of the machine guns became frozen
although antifreeze had been used the guns were wlthout at thls

polnt, The.bnly means avallable to thaw these weapona was for the

“men to urinate on them, thls wes done many times throughout thls

operatlion., It 1s felt that 1f it hadn't been for the good leader=~

ahip_ability'of_the Platoon Leaders and key Non-Commissioned

\_Officers that some of the men would have perished on this march.

(19) ,
'~ By 0330 1t had ceased snowing and the Company found 1tself
gbout 200 yards from the edge of a village, there stlll wasn't
any contact with the lst Platoon. Hers the Company was halted
and a patrol wes to be sent to the village to try to determine
whether or not this was the company objective, Tanks could be
heard moving around the town and firing occasionally., These were
belisved %o be-enemy tanks, Before ths patrol could be sent out

8 patrol from the lst Platoon contacted the Company. This patrol
informed the Company Commender that the lst Platoon had succeeded
in taking three houses without meeting any opposition, but
believed thls to be another Village since thére were buildings
only.on one slde of the atreet, alsc the tanks that could be heard
was enemy, estimated at least seven and enemy foot troops could be

heard in other sections of the town.

{12) Personal knowledge
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The Company Commander went forward to the lst Platoon. It
waé here that it was decided that the Company was probably in the
right town but in the wrong section. It was further noted that
enemy was withdrawling and had not detscted the presence of the lst
Platoon., It was then declided Lo push the platoon up to the cross-
roads in hopes of belnz able to establish a rosd block, however,
this ﬁas not accomplished as the next houses were occupled by the
enemy most of whom were asleep, Some of these managdd to escapa,
evidently notifying the tankers. It was not long before enemy
ténka were Tilring direct fire from very close range, inte the
bulldings ocoﬁpiad by the 1lst Platoon., It was then learned that
the Company ‘had only one bazooka, it hed been destroyed by the
first round that came through the bullding, The enemy made no
affort to move.ground troops against the lst Platoon's positlions,
biut continued hils direct firlng into any bullding that might bhe
occupied by our troops. It was evident now that the enemy was
wlthdrawing, as there were vehicles and men contimuously on the
main road moving to the south. (20)

Altogether the Company had six buildings in its possession.
It was declded to move the 3rd Platoon into the town to help the
1st Platoon hold its initial gain. The 2nd Platoon and remeinder
_of the Weapons Piatoon were to dlg in, in the area around the
cemetery and protect the flanks and rear. The Company at thls
time d4id not have contact with either Gompahy 0 or battaslion head-
quarters knowlng that the battalion had some tanks attached to it,
.the Company Commander declded to take three men and return to the

battalion ares for these tanks. It was thought that Compsany C

{20) Personal kmowledge
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would be contacted on the return trip, however, no contact was

made and C Goﬁpany waan't In the woods where they were last seen.
Moving on through the forest the patrol met Lieutendnt Colonel

| Neilson who was coming forward with a platoon of tanks. After
orlenting him on the situatiop he returned to BIHAIN to notify
Regiment, alseo to try to ;oéafe Company C by radlo. The Company
Commander and patrol returned with the tanks to a defiladed area
in rear of the qu'Platoon and detalled a squad from the Platoon
"as close in proﬂécﬁion for the tanks. The Tank Platoon Leader

wag told by the Company Commender to stay in this position unbil

he was notified to move., The Company Commander returned to the

pp——

1lst Platoon area only %o find that in his absence that Conmpany C
had finally arrlved on the scene. The Company GCommander had
moved the entire Company into the bulildings occupied by Company
Ae (See Map C)

'By.now'it”wés around 0600 hours and the majorlity of the
enemy force had wlithdrawn to the woods south of town. Their tanks
wore still filring at the bulldings held by oupr troops. Since
the enemy tanks had wlthdrewn A Company pushed across the main
road and set up a road block that succeeded in stopping the
eneny foot elementa. By daylight Company A had succeeded in
clearing all of C Company sector, reallzing that the southern
edges of the town was the more important, The C Company Commsnder
refused to assist, in any way, the attack on the town, the
Company never moved from the bulldings they iniltlially occupled.

The 2nd Platoon with the mortar section of A Company was

still In the cemetery area. Around 0800 hours firlng broke out
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in the tank platoon assembly area thls firing appeared tc be
from frisndly weapons. On Investigating this firing it was found
that the tank platoon was moving from its assembly area toward
town. As they moved forward they were firing their weapons to
the front. The Tank Cennons were firing Into the bulldings
ocoupled by frieﬁdly troops. The machine guns were raking the
entlre area. As 'the tanks appboached the 2nd Platoon area thelr
mechine gun fire killed one man and wounded four. As there was
no communication with the tanks there was no way in which to stop
~ them. They moved into town in single flle, with one tank at the
croas road they stopped, at this moment they were taken under
fire by enemy tanks in the edge of the forest about 600 yards
south of the town. .Four of these tanks were knocked out immedi~
- ately, the otheyx manégad to get under cover behind one of the
bulldinga. (21)

Ag the tanka were moving Into town they muat have been
observed by the enemy., Just at this time enemy artillery began
to fall Into the town along with direct fire from tanks and
self-propelled guns. Thils barrage was one of the most terrific
that A Company had ever encountered, This fire alsoc was very
acourate., This put both companies in a oross fire, the enemy
from the south and friendly tanks from the northwest. Movement
of any kind in the town was now impossible, The enemy fire cone
tinued until after the four tanks had besen lmocked out, After
that, terrific barreges, came at irregular intervals throughout
the day. Thils artillery greatly hampered the movements of Company
A and it wasn't untll 1120 hours that all bulldlings hed been cleared

(2l) Personal knowledge
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and ebntaoﬁ made with the 328th Infantry. ;!!s contact was made
with a patrol from the 2nd Battaiion, 329th-Infantry. At 1300
hours 12 January 1945 the town of LANGLIR BELGIUM was officially
reported to Division Headquarters as being cleared of all snamy
tfoops. At 1400 hours the 2nd Battalion, 320th Infantry, relieved
the lst Battalion of responsibility of the defense of LANGLIR.
The Battﬁlion remained in the town awaiting i1ts next mission. (22)
| Evacuation of the wounded had been impoaslble since there
was nd means avallsble to do so, The ald station being Iin BIHAIM
was over 2000 yards awaye. No litter bearers wore made avallable
to the naaault companles and the only medlecal personnel present
were the ald men with the Company. These ald men dld a wonderful
Job with thelr limited amount of aupplies, they had to carry
morphine syrettes under thelr arm pits to keep them from freezing.
Company A had thirty-four woundsd men 1ln LANGLIR that could not
be evacuated due to the intense artillery fire from the snamy.
These men weren't svacuated until late in the afternoon and then
by an arumored aﬁbulanca borrowed from an armored unlt in the area.
Cagsualties for A Company for this operation was thirty-five
-ﬁounded, one killed., Several men were evacuated wlthin the ﬁext

24 hours due to exhaustlon, frozen feat and hands. (23)

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISMS
le RECONNAISSANCE | |

A thoroﬁgh regonnalssance and a sound plan are essential

elements of an attack. In the attask of the mornling of 11 January,

(22) A-2, 13 Jan 45
{23) Personal knowledge
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alﬁo the night attack of 11 January, adequate reconnaissance
was not made. It 1ls felt that in both cases had there been time
for a thorough reconnalsssnce that a much better plan could have
baen workéd out. In the night attack the only reconnalssance
by A Company Coumander wad just a glimpse at the Battallon
Commander's map. This led to a doubt in the Platoon Leaders!'
minds as to Juast what was sxpected of the Platoonsa.
2.  ORDERS

Attack orderas should be lssued by higher headquarters in
ample time to allow subordinate leaders sufficient time to make
a sound plen. In both attacks of 11 January thia was not done
by the Battallion Commander due to no fault of his own. On
receiving the order for the night attack the Company Commander
had only thirty minutea in whlch to lssue his ordaf, assemble
the Company, and be at the edge of LANGLIR approximately 1000
yards distant, This was an impossibilitye
3.  COMMUNICATIONS

Throughout'thia operation communications falled at a time
when they were mo?t needed. The battalion depended solely on

radlo which proved ineffective due to extreme weather conditlons

and extended dlstances especlally for the smaller radlos, It 1is
baliaved that had|Battalion followsd the assault companilss with
a wire team that communiecation would have been adequate especlally
sinoce enemy artillery was ocomparatively light untlil after the
battallon was on 1ts maln objectlve.
4, TERRAIN, WEATHER AND ENEMY | |

Certainly,'nb record of the ARDENNES Casmpalgn 1s complete
wlthout reference to the terrain, weather and the enemy, In the

anow laden hills of the ARDENNES forest, fighting the weather was
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harder than fighting the enemy. The bltter :1::1 and heavy anow
took as large a toll in Alllied Casualtles as did German bullets
and shells, The oll on the rifles would fraeza rendering the
weepon useless until 1t could be thawed out. The men's faces
vecame chapped, their feet and hands would freeze but'thsy con-
tinued to fight day and night against a stubborn, sometimes
fensatical enemy. A&n abttempt was made %to camouilage the riflemen
with snow capes, but this didn't prove very effective due to the
fact ﬁhat the material, from which they were made, when they
bacame wet and frozen, would crackle and pop as the men walked,
also would rustle agalnst the trees when moving th&ough the
forest, at night this sound could be heard for some dlstance.
Often tlmes smmunition, rations and other supplles had to be
hand carrled great.diatancoa due to drifted snow which pravehted
movement of vehicles, Throughout thls campalign the temperature
averaged nesr zero degrées, with occasional anow storms., To sure
vive called for great stamina and grit and e generous amount of
good lueck. To those that dld survive, the memory of the ARDENNES
campaign_wili be everlasting.
6. SUPPLY AND EVACUATION

Supplieas in this oﬁeration proved to be no particular problem
except on occasions, when the drifting snow would bloeck ﬁha'roads,
but the englneers cleared these in short order. Evacuatlon was
a different atory. Here we find two companies approximetely 2,000
yards forward of the ald atatlon with neo medloal suppoft othar
than the Company Ald Men. The suppllies these men could carry were
not sufficlent to meet the demand, At one time there was approxi-

mately seventy-five casualties on hand with no way to evacuate them.
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This situation could have been remedled to a great extent had
11tter bearers been attached or if the infantry battallon hed
armoied-ambulgncea attached. It was this type embulance that
finally did the evacuating, slthough the casualties had to walt

several hours before this could be accomplished.

6. LEADERSHIP AND MORALE

It is well to note that the morale of A Company was con-
sideréd.as fair. The maln reason for this was the men's fear
of belng wounded and having to lie iIn the extreme cold and snow,
for no telling how long before they could be evacuated. This
was the greatest worry the men had. The majority of these men
hed been fightlng aince éarly December through the HURTGEN forest
on to the RUHR RIVER thence to £he ARDENNES. These men were,
indeed, battle wsary and had ths feeling that one can't live
foreaver, These were grave problems as far as the Company
Commander was concerned, exsctly how to cope with them, he was
at & loss. One big thing that did help, was the appearance of
thelr Commanding General on the morning of 11 Januarye.

Leadership throughout this operation by the Platoon Leaders
and Non-Commissioned Offlcers 1s felt to be superior. Through
all phases of the two attacks these leaders were constantly on
the Elart, checking the men, making sure thelr unlts were intact,
out front leading, In rear driving when necessary. Without this
laaderahip it is doubtful if the company would have resched their
objedtive. This 1a the type of leadership thét wins battles.
7. OBJECTIVE

Thé'tbﬁp of LANGLIR proved to be too strongly held for one

Company to capture imﬁbdiataly, although two companies were in the
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attack there was only one that did'anyffighting. Company A was
in the wrong sectlon, bubt was very fortunate Lo even loeate the
ob jeotive. Had Company C participated in the attack it ig felt
the town could have been cleared prlor to daylight snd the
escape route for the enemy would have been cut much earlier,

Although the battalion was successful in the misslon, had
the compeanles besn able to reach the town at 2200 hours wlth
aupporting tanks or tank destroyers, the town could have been
taken snd road blocks set up with sufficlent strength to have
been effective agalnst the enemy armor within the town, as it
wha the 1nféntry did not have the weapona with which to combat
tanks. As a8 result all enemy armor in the near viecinlty along
with an unknown number of foot troops were able to withdraw.
There is no doubt thess wers the same btanks that lmocked out
the four friendly banks the following day, also the ones that
were flring direct fire into the buildings occupled by members
of both A and ¢ Companles,
8. ATTACHED ARMOR

Had the Platoon Lesader of the attached Tank Platoon carried
out 1nstructlons that were glven to him the four tanks would not
have besen lost nor would A Company have lost the one man killed
and four wounded. The only excuse the Platoon Leader coﬁld glve
for his actlon was fhgt hehﬁhought that 1t was time for him %o
come into town and help consolldate defenaive positions.

| LESSONS
l. Without a thorough reconnalssaunce prior %o a night

attack that 1t 1ls impossible to work out a sound attack plan,
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.2. Ccmgandcra must 1asue ordera in ampla time for
.subordincce leaders to have time to work oubt a workebls plan.

3+ The SCR 556 and 500 are good radlos but under extreme
weather conditions their range 1s graatly ahortenad.

4. In snow end cold ordinary wintcr clothing that waa
' isaued to troops at this time, was not adequate to keep the
men warm and dry.

5. In ¢old and SNOW wounded shculd be evacuated
_immodiately, since exposura in this waather adds greatly to
“shock that follows a serious wound.

That armorod”cmbolcnccS'daflhitoly_ﬁch_c placs in the
— . e

TRETE

6. In a night attack under extreme weathsr ccnditions

leadership must be at ita best.

Visits from higher commandars are definitely 8 booctcr

to morale.

e, S

7. In sasigning units objectlves enoushﬁggpporting

R

weapons should be used in order that those units may accomplish
thsir mission.

8. Thct all unit 1eadera must cooperate and coordinate

In order to make a auccessful fighting toam.
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